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A CONTRIBUTION TO THE DIRECTION OF 
THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN THE 
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
by Albrecht Schtlnherr 
Albrecht Sch6nherr is a ret ired bi shop of the Federat ion of  
Evange lical Churches of the German Democratic  Repub lic and 
for many years i t s  most influential repres entative. This i s  
a vers ion, reworked b y  the author, of a lecture del ivered on 
F ebruary 10 , 1 9 86 ,  a t  a m e e t ing in the  hou s e  o f  the m a j o r  
governing body of the Chris t ian Democratic Union in Berl in. 
S t a t e  Sec r e t ary K l au s  Gy s i  h a s  t e rmed the relationship between 
church and s tate in the German Democratic Republic  a heretofore unique 
experiment in a social i s t  country. He expressed this opinion during 
his visit  to London in May 1981. 
F i rst po in t : A P r o t e s t an t  m a j o r i ty church encounters Marxist­
Leninism as  a governmental force for the first t ime in history. 'The 
s tate i s  aware that Protes tantism professes  an attitude toward social 
respons ib i l ity which diverges from that of other churches. . For Prot­
es tantism,  thi s  attitude is the direct .outgrowth of faith. 
Second point : The re lat ionship between church and state in the 
G e rman Democra t i c  Repub l i c  i s  und e r s t o od and o r d e r e d  in s u ch a way 
t h a t  each re s pe c t s  the o t h e r ' s  i d en t i ty.  I t  i s  a que s t i on o f  a co­
operative-cons t ruct ive relat ionship of consensus , and of  tolerance on 
the p a r t  of ea ch s i d e , wherev e r  t h i s  c o n s e n s u s  has n o t  ye t been 
reached . 
The s e  a r e ,  n a t u r a l ly s p eak ing , conc l u s ive s t a t emen t s - - t h e  end 
result of � long, exhau s t ive, and also  painful process.  
I .  ! Di fficult  Beginning 
P r e c on d i t i o n s  for  the  d ev e l opment o f  mu tua l und e r s t and ing are 
compl icated on both s ides.  We will not be able to  eva luate what ha s 
b e en a c h i eved un l e s s  we  a re comp l e t e ly aware  o f  thi s fac t .  O n  the 
other hand , the  und e r l y ing c ond i t ions a r e  of an h i s t o r i c a l  nature.  
The relat ionship of the Protestant church to  the worker movement was 
encumbered by th e  f i rm t i e s  o f  the chu rch t o  the  rul ing c l a s s - - !  am 
thinking here s imply of Cuius regio eius re ligio and of  the sovereign 
as the highest ranking bi shop of the church- - a  ques tionable legacy of  
the period of  the Re formation. 
In general ,  people in the church viewed the suffering of workers 
a s  s om e thing t o  be r e spon ded  t o  w i t h b ene f i cence and they s a w  c l a s s  
conflict only as  rebe l lion. The S ocial Democrats were dismissed a s  
unpatriotic and godless  low types.  The "re l igious Socia l i s t s" were a 
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tiny minority, and they were viewed by church people with the greatest  
suspicion. The entire d i s i l lus ionment of  the working class  extended 
to the re l a t ionship to God , for examp l e ,  in the  "Int e rna t i onal"  one 
hears the phrase,  ''No God , no higher Be ing w i l l  help us." 
On the other hand , quest ions of  one's view of the world were also 
factors here. The incred ible rise in popularity and influence of the 
natural science s was succes s ful wi thout having to concern itself  w ith 
either theology or bel ief in God. The pol i t ical and social emancipa­
tion of the working class was reinforced by a phi losophical emancipa­
tion: freeing oneself from the aegis of  the cleric resulted in recog­
n i t i on o f  the f act  that r e l i g ion w a s  n o t  on l y  unn e c e s sary,  but  even 
actually harmful to  genuine progress .  Rel igion might be cons idered as  
s imply the con t en t  of  human c on s c i ousne s s  t urne d  into h i s t ory and , 
like everything his torica l ,  it  would pass away. As a fal se conscious­
ne s s ,  re l ig i on wou l d  be qui t e  harm ful to s c i en t i f i c ,  and tha t m e ans 
primarily natural- scientific, understanding and there fore would hinder 
progress. That meant that religion was to be combatted. 
That was the situat ion when the persecution of Communists  and the 
church struggle began in 1933. Deep mutual dis trust made persecut ion 
e a s i e r .  The churche s t o ok no a c t ion when C ommun i s t s ,  S o c i a l  Demo­
cra t s ,  and o ther  H i t l e r opponent s  w e r e  t aken away t o  p r i sons  and 
concentration camps,  when they were tortured and murdered. 
The Vat ican concluded an agreement with Hi t ler because it expect­
ed from him an effec tive counter to Bol shevism , and by means of  this 
agreement, the Va tican actual ly obj ectively aided the Nazis in achiev­
ing a kind of moral status in the world. 
In the Pr o t e s t an t  churche s ,  even in the Confe s s ing Church ( D i e  
Bekennende Kirche) ,  people feared and spoke repeatedly of the "world 
threat of Bol shevism." They were not unwi l l ing to  emphas ize that on 
this point the church was in accord with the government. 
The firs t genuine contact be tween Christians and Communists  took 
place in the concentrat ion camps--but now in the face of  the gal l ows 
and the gas ovens.  Christians became acquainted with sol idarity from 
an unexpec t e d  qua r t e r  in a s i tu a t i on wh i ch w a s  new t o  them.  And 
Communists came to re spec t the fact that Christians were prepared to 
give their l ives for their convict ions. The Communist  Has so Grabner 
made this very at tract ive statement abou t the Protestant martyr Paul 
Schneider, who was tortured to death in Buchenwald, '�eath clasped our 
hands together." In September 1981 Klaus Gys i  said, "We agree in the 
conv i c t ion that the s t rugg l e  again s t  Nazi b arba r i s m  . • .  remains  a 
prec ious legacy. During all  the de liberations which will  occupy us in 
the fu ture concerning the relat ionship between church and s tate,  we 
and our succes sors should always try to be true to this inheri tance." 
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The struggle of  the Confess ing Church (Bekennende Kirche) against 
the barbarism of  Hit ler s eems to  be one o f  the reasons for the indul­
gent treatment of the church after the Nazi capitulation. The church 
was exempted from agrarian reform. I t  retained its  ent ire deaconate 
m i s s ion,  even if  the s e t t ing o f  the go a l s  of s uch w o rk changed ove r 
t ime. Church presses ,  parish news letters,  and periodicals were li-
censed. Church theologians cont inued to be trained at  the univers i-
t ie s .  Seminars for the preparation of  s tudents  for a rel igious pro­
fe s s i on cou l d  b e g in the i r  w o rk.  In the f i r s t  cons t i t u t i on o f  the 
German Democratic Repub lic ,  the independence of  churches was guaran­
teed. The scope and content of the re levant articles of the cons titu­
t i on w e r e  large ly i d en t i c a l  t o  the c o r r e s pond ing a r t i c l e s  in the  
Weimar cons ti tution. 
Nonetheless , after an initial phase ,  in wh ich the church and its  
efforts toward recons truc tion had again reached s u c c e s s ,  t h e r e  were  
new irrita.tions. The years 1952-53 brought a forceful confrontat ion 
over the church activities of young people and s tudents.  Young mem­
bers of Christian congregations were dismis sed from school s  of higher 
educa t ion.  Under the accusat ion tha t they were spies in the service 
of American secret agenc ie s ,  a group of church worke rs and university 
s tudents was arres ted. Those who had "known i t  all along" fe l t  them­
s e lv e s  j u s t i f i e d  in t h e i r  s u s p i c i on s  by the s e  even t s .  I t  i s  we l l  
known t h a t  t h i s  ep i s od e  end ed suddenly in 1 9 5 3  a t  S t a l in's death .  
Based on the deliberat ions o f  then Prime M inis ter Otto Grotewohl with 
the Counc i l  o f  t he Pro t e s t an t  Church in Germany on June 1 1 ,  1953,  a 
pact was conc luded with the Federat ion of  German Youth, which granted 
freedom for th•i r a c t iv i t i e s  in Ch r i s t ian youth m in i s t ri e s .  The 
stud en t s  w e r e  readm i t t e d  t o  s ch o o l  and gradua l ly the th irt y - s even 
people who had been arres ted regained their freedom. Only the publi­
caUon o f  the P r o t e s t an t  youth movement , "The Cou r i e r , "  f a i l e d  t o  
reappear .  
The even t s  o f  the s e  y e a r s  l e f t  b eh ind them a f e e l ing o f  uncer­
t a in t y.  I t  had b e c ome obv i ou s  that there was s t i l l  a l ong way to go 
be fore the achievement of  open and relaxed relat ions with one another. 
This feel ing of uncertainty was heightened because of the reintroduc- · 
lion of the in it iat ion of young people in the Communist  Party. After 
a l l  tha t had gone b e fo r e ,  t h i s  move was perce ived on t he p a r t  of the 
church as  an attempt to push back the vo lunteer work of  chi ldren and 
ad o l e s c en t s  from w i t h i n .  Th e church r e a c t e d  w i t h  a vehement "No , "  
which has bas ically not been rescinded up t o  the present day. But , in 
the course of t ime, for re ligious reasons , people  found a way to make 
church c o n f i r m a t i on p o s s i b l e ,  a f t e r  an i n t e rva l ,  even f o r  t h o s e  who 
have undergone the Communist  init iat ion. 
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I t  has  b e en d i f f i cu l t  for the  church t o  v i e w  the gove rnm ent o f  
the German Democrat ic Republ ic as an authority i n  the Biblical sense,  
and , to a great extent , people fe l t  themselves al lied with the Wes tern 
c oncep t s  o f  th e  "Chr i s t ian Oc c i d en t . "  Nub i cu lum e s t ,  t ran s ib i t - ­
t ran s l a t e d ,  " i t  i s  a sma l l  c l oud ; i t  w i l l  pa s s  away." Th i s  w a s  the 
opinion of more people than just Western church leaders. Most o f  us 
believed from one year to the next in a reunificat ion in the We s tern 
sense of the word. When hopes for such an event disappeared, then the 
church was thought to have the funct ion of at leas t so-called '�ation­
al brackets" around the two "parts of  Germany." 
Therefore, it was no wonder that the tens ions between church and 
s tate cont inuously erupted with not iceab le eclat.  A textbook example 
is the ev ent  surround ing the chap l a incy agreement for the m i l i t ary. 
The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany had made this agree­
ment w i t h  the gove rnm ent o f  the F e d e r a l  Repub l i c  of Germany for  the 
Army , wh ich i s  one o f  the  arm i e s  o f  the  NATO a l l iance.  The t reaty  
agreement had t o  b e  ra t i f ie d  by the Synod.  A c c o r d ing t o  t he b a s i c  
order o f  t h e  Synod , c i t izen s o f  t h e  German Democra t i c Repub l ic w e r e  
also  members. They took part in the debate,  os tensib ly without con­
s idering the pol i t ical context in its  complexity, and they also voted. 
The government re a c t e d  t o  t h i s  sub s equen t ly w i th undeniab l e  vi gor.  
The office of the delegates of  the Evange l ical Church o f  Germany was 
d e c l ared t o  be  abo l i s hed.  H e inrich  Grub e r  had  no acce s s  to  govern­
m en t a l  agenc i e s  in t h i s  capa c i t y ,  from t hen on.  The government 
created the office of a state secretary for church matters to serve as  
a l i ai s on w i t h  the churche s .  Henc e fo r t h  the gove rnment d e a l t  on l y  
w i th  repre s en t a t iv e s  o f  individual r e g i on a l  church e s  and a l s o  w i th  
indiv iduals in  its  trust.  It  is obvious that this measure had to lead 
to s ign ificant tens ions within the reg iona l churches themselves. 
II.  Divis ion and Readjustment 
At the lates t ,  after the failure of the Geneva Foreign M inis ter's 
Confe rence of 1 9 5 5 , it had b e come c l ear t h a t  t he German Democra t i c  
Repub lic was not an ephemeral phenomenon. I t  was real ly high time to 
cons ider the s ituation from a theological s tandpoint and to draw the 
necessary conclus i on s .  
Th i s  p r oc e s s  w a s  comp l e t e d  in m y  o wn c a s e  a s  f o l l o w s : I a s k e d  
mys e l f  whe ther I s e r i o u s l y  b e l ieved in  God ' s  o rd e ring o f  the w o r l d .  
C an t h e r e  b e  e m p t y  p l a c e s  on God ' s  g l obe? M u s t  G o d  n o t  a l s o  b e  a t  
work here among the people of the German Democratic Republ ic? Mus t  i t  
n o t  a l s o  b e  t rue f o r  the government o f  the  GDR, a s  Pau l  s a i d  o f  
worldly authority, that whether government s  know it  o r  not , they are 
God ' s  s e rvant s for the good o f  peop l e  ( Romans 1 3 : 4 )? S o  I b e t ook 
mys e l f  to the Potsdam district ,  which was the office in my area, and 
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said to  the official for church matters there , '�lea�e be aware tha t 




the GDR, but as  Chr ist ians." Others fe l t  s im i larly. Many found the ir 
way to s uch a s t an c e ,  and , in add i t i o n ,  the Synod o f  t he Evange l i c a l  
C hurches. o f  t h e  Un i on ve r i f i e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 9 57 t h e  fa c t  tha t the 
government of the GDR was  indeed to be  accepted as  a wor ld authority 
in the Biblical sense. 
S u ch que s t i on s  moved the church b r o therhood s ,  w h i c h  had come 
together,  to  s trive not to al low the ins ight s  of the church s truggle 
t o  be lost altogether. Above a l l ,  they wanted to cons ider the politi­
cal respons ibil ity of Chri st ians in both Germanies and s trengthen it  
w i th the ir protest.  
W i t h b o t h  feet in the GDR- - th a t  was a d i f f i cu l t  c onc e p t .  The 
Evange lical Church of Germany had a maj ority of  members in the Federal 
Repub l i c .  I t s  "b racke t fun c t ion" became more and more prob lematic,  
c o r r e s ponding to the p o l i t i c a l  s i tua t i on.  The  s o c i a l  s t ru c ture s of  
b o th c oun t r i e s  d iverged more  and  more w id e ly .  I t  b e c ame eve r  l e s s  
poss ible to  make a pronouncement about current quest ions which could 
s a t i s fy b o th s i d e s .  But such non - p ar t i s an d e c i s ions  s e emed to be 
qui te necessary in order to al lay the suspicion that crit ical objec­
tions had been inspired by one or another s ide. I t  became increasing­
ly c l ear t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  a good  idea  for de c i s i on s  t o  be m a d e  by t he 
Counc il  of the Evange lica l Church in Germany, i f  they concerned people 
who l ived ou t s ide  of the area  in w h i ch t h e s e  d e c i s i on s  w e r e  be ing 
made , that is,  respons ib i l i ty should not be taken by those who could 
not persona l ly vouch for i t  because they were cit izens of the opposite 
s tate. Fina l ly ,  the ·counc il  of the Evangel ical Church · in Germany was 
no longer permit ted to  meet in j o int session. The Evangelical Church 
in Ge rm any had  fa i l ed  t o· be come r e g i ona l ized a t  the p roper t i me.  
F ina l ly it  was defin i t ively compel led to  complete an organizat ional 
divis ion, . because of the s ituat ion cal led fOrth by the new Social i s t  
cons titut ion of  1968. 
GDR churche s c on fede r•t ed  i n t o  the Federa t i on of Evange l i c a l  
Churches in the German Democratic Republ ic on June 10, 1969.  At the 
same t i m e , .  they  r e l inqu i s hed  t h e i r  memb e r s h i p  in the Evange l i c a l  
Church in Germany. The Evangel ical Church i n  Germany, now reduced t o  
t h e  churches in  t h e  Feder a l  Repub l i c ,  agree d . · W i t h  th i s ,  a s t r i ct 
organ iza t i ona l s epara t i on w a s  ach ieved.  As  churche s o f  the i r  Lord 
Je s u s  Ch r i s t ,  in the t r ad i t ion o f  a l ong Ge rman h i s t o r y ,  a f t e r  the 
experience s of  the church s t ruggle and in  common respons ib i l i ty for 
· the peace of the world at  the focal point of two world sys tem s ,  both 
group s ,  that i s ,  the Evangel ical Church in Germany and the Federation 
of Evangel i�al Churche s ,  held together in the "special commonality of 
a ll Evange l i c a l  Chr i s t i a n i t y  in Germany" and they exerc i s ed th i s  
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c ooperat ion,  a s  i t  s ay s  in  Ar t i c l e  4 , 4  o f  t h e  Federa t i on ru l e s ,  "in 
free partnership." The resul t was not a twin church, as  people some­
t imes termed it  then, but rather a brotherly church and , therefore , as 
is usual among brothers ,  also a critical partnership. 
At the some t imes quite painful conversat ions , which were held at 
this time, we often heard the fear expressed:  you will  not be ab le  to  
wi thstand the fearful pres sure from the s tate for very long ; you will  
s oon l o s e  your freedom and  turn i n t o  a " s o c i a l i s t "  church.  Such  
remarks were a goad to  our conscience. As one of  the mos t  important 
re su l t s  o f  the church s t ru g g l e  during and a f t e r  t he Naz i p e r i od , we  
had recogn ized and  we  had s t r iven w i th a l l  our p o w e r  t o  re t a in the  
c oncept  t h a t  th e  ch u rch mu s t  show , w i t h i t s  m e s s age and  w i th i t s  
structure, that i t  belongs t o  Jesus Chris t  the Lord alone. Therefore, 
the church is  unab le to rel inquish either the form of i t s  mission or 
its structure to  caprice or to the shifts of  the prevailing philosophy 
or  p o l i t i c a l  p e r s ua s i on. Th i s  i s  c l ea r l y  p romu l g a t e d  in the  Barmen 
Theological S tatement in the Third The s is.  
I t  beca me c l ea r  that  from the government qua r t e r  d eve l opment s 
were in progres s  which were designed not to  s trengthen such fears but ,  
in  f ac t ,  t o  d i s arm them.  As e a r l y  a s  the  B e rne  Conference o f  the 
German Communist Party in 1939,  a commonal ity between Communi s t s  and 
Christians was discerned , at that t ime , naturally,  w i th an eye to the 
c ommon f i ght  agains t F a s c i sm .  I t  b e came c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  w i sh for 
common cau s e  proved to b e  a l a s t ing one , not  only in the  h i s t or i c a l  
circumstances of that era, but a l s o  after the destruct ion of the Nazi 
regime. I t  w a s  a que s t ion o f  peaceful  r e c on s t ru c t ion a f t e r  the war 
and of the common task of  doing everything possible to  stab i l ize peace 
in the world. For this task, inner peace was a neces s i ty. So it came 
to that communique with church representat ives in 1958,  which was to 
search for new means to achieve an organized relationship, in the name 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany, after relat ions had been broken 
off in connect ion with the mili tary chaplaincy treaty. 
The d e c l a ra t i on of the c ommun ique exceeded t h i s  we l l - de f ined 
task, which gave rise to heated d iscuss ions in the church. We e stab­
l i shed bas ic agreement with the peace effort s  of the GDR, and the most'  
controvers ial sentence read , "They [ namely, the churches ]  respect the 
development toward Social ism." 
The dec larat ion of  the governmental council  representative Walter 
Plbricht in his programmatic s tatement in front of the people's  legis­
lature in 1960 was understood as a s ign of  a pos itive development by 
the church. Ulbricht said , "Christ ianity and the humanistic  goal s  of 
S o c i a l i sm are n o t  con t rad i c t ory." Here there  was a s i gn o f  a s t ep 
t oward ove rcom ing wha t had b een und e r s t ood  to be an ant agon i s t ic 
c on t ra s t .  P e op l e  c o u l d  on ly appl aud th i s ,  but a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h ings 
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remained in the "firs t , s tep" s tage. Not much enthusiasm was shown by 
t h e  chu rche s for  such formu l a t i o n s  as " S o c ia l i s t  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  
Chris t ian fai th" and the l ike. They proved to be unsuitab le as desig­
nat ions anyone could agree on. 
Regional Bishop Mi tzenheim p laced h imself  at the d i sposal of the 
s tate as  a sub s t i tute dialogue partner,  s ince the official representa­
t ive of the Evange l ical Church in Germany was no longer be ing official­
l y  r e c e iv e d .  We  are  . t h inking of the W a r t b u r g  c onve r s a t ion at whi ch 
the poss ibi l i ty of  ret iree- trips was first  d i scussed. But such con­
v e r s a t ions  w i th w e l l - known ind ividua l s - - ! am th inking a l s o  of the  
meeting of  Wal ter Ulbricht w i th Emil  Fuchs - - could real ly only have a 
· subs t itute funct ion, albeit an important one. 
A n e w  l eve l w a s  reached w i th the  found ing o f  the  F e d e r a t ion o f  
Evan ge l i c a l  Church e s  i n  the G.D.R.  The f a c t  t h a t  the  governmen t 
wai ted a year and a hal f  to  recognize this group, in any form at  a l l ,  
c a l l s  the assert ion often made i n  the W e s t  into  quest ion, namely that 
thi s  all iance was formed under pressure from the s tate. I t  was prob­
ably no coincidence that thi s s t a t e  r e c o gn i t i on w a s  gran t e d  short l y  
after the decision of the Conference of  Church Governing Bodies,  the 
governing body of the "Federat ion," to agree to combat racism in every 
form and w i t h  a l l  r e s ource s ,  inc lud ing t h o s e  o f  t he c on t rove r s i a l  
"Sp e c i a l  Fund" in t h e  e c onom i c  program.  The Evange l i c a l  Church in 
Germany had expres sed s ignificant reservat ions concerning these  "Spe­
c i a l  Fund s . "  The Fed e ra t i on had p roven t h a t  i t  h e l d  i t s e l f  to  b e  
separate from the Evangel ical Church in Germany in this important and 
fundamental decis ion. 
On F ebruary 2 4 ,  1 97 1 ,  the  repre s en t a t ive o f  t he C on f e r ence o f  
Church Governing Bodies was received by the S tate Secretary for Church · 
A f f a i r s �  W i t h t hi s ,  th e  b a s i s  for  an o r d e r e d  re l a t i on s h i p  b e twe en 
church and s tate was es tab l i shed. The s tate was not re liant upon its 
sel f-elec ted partner, but was able to  e stab lish a connect ion with the 
official church organ, and i t · did so. 
A foundation had been created. The topical subjects  o f  conflict 
had n o t  b e en s w e p t  o f f  t he  t ab l e  b e cau s e  of t h i s .  A s  e a r l y  as the 
February mee t ing, the church representatives had to  make reference to 
the new regulation concerning meet ings , which caused a great deal of  
worry right after that t ime. 
But  t h a t  a new l e v e l  in the re l a t ions  b e t w e en church and s t a t e  
had real ly been reached was proven b y  the fact that this problem was 
solved in a satisfactory way in the end. 
I I I. Crowning Achievement and New Beginning 
In order to under s tand the fol lowing devel opments we mus t keep 
t he  l a rg e r  framework o f  w o r l d  p o l i t i c s  in m in d .  At t h i s p o in t ,  the  
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era of detente was just  beginning. A fundamental change·,. which also I 
nece s s ar i ly inc luded change s in i d e o l o g i c a l  formu l a t i on s , w a s  an­
nounced by the very importan t  Paul Verner speech, delivered on Febru­
ary 8 ,  197 1.  Not all  of his  pronouncement s  were received by us  with­
out contradict-ion. But such s tatements  as this one we received ·with 
gratifi�at ion and remembered as a good indicator for the future. He 
said, "In ·the process  of changing social relationships in a fundamen­
tal way, we have also  altered our very selves." And, "The enemies of  
peace and social progress  have always  exploited both the dramatizat ion 
of and the obscuring of the insurmountable philosophical differences 
between Christians and Marxists--hi s t o ry prov i d e s  amp l e  ev i d en c e  o f  
· this." And , "In our country everyone who works for the furtherance of  
our S o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y  and  t o w a r d  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t o f  p e a c e  is  re­
spected and encouraged, including those who do so  because of  Chris tian 
conv i c t ion s ." And , " . . •  a ' S o c i a l iza t i on' o f  Chr i s t i an t e a c h ings 
has not ye t taken p lace and will also  not happen in the future." And 
final ly, a statement which seems to me to have significant and funda­
mental meaning as regards the insight into  religion which i t  express- · 
e s ,  "This involvement [ namely,  of Christ ian citizens , who have parti­
cipated through their creative efforts to the e s tab l ishment of  peace ] 
a r i s e s  from the s i mp l e  fac t tha t the Chr i s t ian , i f  he  f o l l ow s  the 
original Christian ideals  and moral-rel igious precep t s ,  [ find s ]  his 
material and philosophical l i f e - in t e re s t s" p r e s e rved  in a S o c ia l i s t  
s ociety . 
This speech was delivered, as i s  well  known, at  a meet ing of  the 
Pre�idium of the Central Commit tee of the Christ ian Democrat ic Union. 
And please permit me at this point to make a few brief remarks about 
my v i ew of the r o l e  o f  the Chr i s t ian Democra t i c  Union.  Th ere were 
t imes when Christian cit izens and Christian churches had the feeling 
that  the P a r t y  viewed i t  (C .D .U . )  as i t s  on l y  t a s k  t o  ind o c t r i na t e  
Chr i s t ians and churche s  about t h e  way t o  b e come in t egra t ed i n t o  S o­
c i a l i s t  s o c iety .  At  t i m e s , t h a t  l ed t o  heated  c on t rover sy.  I t  i s  
being increasingly noted that their members are making an effort to  
work together pos i t ively in  church congrega t i onal  l eader s h i p and in 
other capacities and to  advocate the interests  of Chris tian citizens. 
This imp lied development can only contribute to pos i t ive progres s for 
the whole corpus.  
An important milestone along the way was the revelation tha t  the 
poss ibil ity now exi s t s  to build churches in the large new cons truction 
d i s tricts.  Thi s  took place in 1976,  perhaps not ent irely by accident 
in the garden of the Chairman of the CDU. With this event ,  a request ,  
wh ich h a d  been repe a t e d ly b r ought forward,  w a s  gran t ed .  I t s  b a s i c  
s ignificance is  obviou s :  churches are bui l t ,  not to  serve for a few 
year s ,  bu t  for the l ong term.  The Marxi s t -Lenin i s t  P a r t y  p robab l y  
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continue s to believe that rel igion- - l ike everything which has arisen 
in his tory- -will  disappear again at  some t ime. In spite of  this ,  the 
t h ought has been  a c c e p t e d  tha t t h e re w i l l  be peop l e  w i th r e l i g i o u s  
t ie s  in our country for a long t ime to come and that not only must  the 
government live with this fac t ,  but it is  g lad to coexis t  w i th reli­
gion,  and recognizes that the lessening numbers of  Christ ians does not 
presage the demise of rel igion. The word "re ligion" is  always under­
s t ood in terms of  legal and world-view considerat ions and not ,  as in 
Barth and Bonhoeffer, in the di fferen t iated theological sense. 
The cap t o  t h i s  progre s s  t oward  a c on s t ru c t ive r e l a t i on s h i p  
b e t w een church and s t a t e  w a s  · the  recep t i on o f  the  repre s en t a t ive o f  
the Conference of  Church Governing Bodies b y  the S tate Cabinet repre­
senta t ive on March 6, 1978. Both part ies had wanted this encounter. 
On t h e  p a r t  of the chu r c h ,  t h e r e  w a s  an i n t e r e s t  in b r inging s eve r a l  
important ques t ions between church and state,  which had to be decided 
at the highes t  leve l ,  to  a dec i sion. We church peop le were pleasan t ly 
surprised that the measures taken by the s tate representat ive were not 
l imi ted to such quest ions as  ministry to pri soners and minis tries in 
ret irement and nurs ing homes ,  church programs on radio and t elevision, 
the inclusion of ministers in s tate ret irement program s ,  equal treat ­
ment of church farm s ,  and the l ike. O f  the greatest  s ignificance was 
the fact that the highest  repre sentative of  our government reinforced 
the consti tut iona l ly e stabl ished equality and right to respect of a l l  
cit izens as the norm "which s e t s  the tone for a l l  interpersonal re la­
t i on s h i p s  and wh ich i s  b ind ing on everyone ."  And o f  the  churches h e  
s a i d ,  "M any p o s s ib i l i t i e s  t o  w ork t o g e t h e r  t oday and in the  future 
t oward the achie�ement of  these deeply humanistic  goal s  are opening up 
for the churches ,  as churches in Socialism." As the goals  to which he 
referred, he s tated , "That the people  of our country may l ive in peace 
and tha t the fruits  of their indus try benefit  them in both a material 
and a c u l t u r a l  s en s e . "  On the church s id e ,  we p ar t i c ipan t s  in th i s  
conversat ion experienced the atmosphere o f  this encounter a s  humanly 
be n e f i c i a l  and the d e m e an o r  of our e s t ee m e d  ho s t  as v e ry gene rous .  
A l l  f ive memb e r s  o f  t h e  execut ive comm i t t e e  s poke o n  t h i s  o c c a s ion.  
The Prime M inister (Chairman) responded spontaneous ly and concrete ly 
to these remarks.  We were particularly gratified that he invited us 
t o  expr e s s  our w i sh e s  concerning the c on t en t s of the pre s s  r e l e a s e .  
W e  asked for inc lusion of  several sentences from our response to the 
Chairman of the State Council.  Particularly important to us was this 
p a s s a g e : "Openn e s s  and f rankn e s s  a r e  t h e  b a r om e t e r  o f  t ru s t .  The 
relat ionship of church and s tate is  as  good as  the experience with i t  
o f  each individual Christian citizen in her o r  his local s i tuation." 
Erich Honecker termed this meeting of March 6 [ 1978 ]  a '�rowning 
ach i evement  and a new b e g inning." "C rown ing" he pre sumab l y  u s ed t o  
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mean that w ith this meeting the path to meaningful and construct ive 
c oe x i s t ence ought t o  be v iewed a s  b o t h  s p e c i f i ca l ly s oujh t  by the 
s t a t e  and the l e ad ing p a r t y ,  arid as l a s t"ing·. The r e fore , i t  i s  not a 
que s t i on , a s  i s  s o m e t i m e s  rem arked in pub l i c ,  o f  a s tunn ing turn in 
our r e l a t i on s h i p ,  but a l s o  n o t  .a s a f l e e t ing s pec i a l  phenom enon ; as 
people could sometimes read in the Western pre s s ,  reported w ith pre­
mature g l e e .  In fact , it w a �  a que s t i on of the rat i f i c a t i on of a 
course ot even t s ,  which was already in progress.  
S o  the ph r a s e  "new b e g inn ing" means then t h a t  a new l evel of 
r e l a t ions b e tween church and s t a t e  has been ach i eve d ,  on w h i ch the 
future path can proceed even fu rther.  We are not referr ing t o  the 
c one l u s ion o f  a formal t re a t y ,  not even . t o  ment ion any t h ing l ike a 
c onc orda t ,  but i t  i s  a l s o  not � i m p l y  a d e c i a r a t ion o f  intent i on. 
Erich Honecker set down the foundations and guidel ines of the govern­
men t ' s  chu rch po l i.cy. I t  i s  a que s t i on o f  a proce s s  wh i ch i s  now in 
mot i on and wh i ch shou l d  cont inue in the s en s e  o f  the M arch s ix th 
mee t in g ,  and not o f  a t r e a t y ,  in w h i c h  the intere s t s  o f  church and 
s t a t e  are s t at ica l l y f i xed • .  As important as formal agreemen t s  a r e ,  
the spirit which should determine future developments is  s t i l l  more 
· important. The declarations which · resulted from this meet ing are of 
fundamental importance inasmuch as the religiously inim ical bel iefs of 
the Marxi st-Lenini st Party, without taking them back, are evidently no 
longer to determine the course of the relat ionship of the government 
and the SED - - Pau l Verne r ,  a member o f  the P o l i tburo , w a s  p re s en t  at 
this conversat ion- - to the church and to individual Christ ian citizens. 
Only when respect for · the fundamental. be l iefs of the other person and 
the at tempt actual ly to understand h i s /her t.h inking remain p a lpab le 
can the d i a l o�ue be a t �u l y  f i rm b a s i s  o f  mutual und e r s t and ing and 
remain so. · 
Thu s ,  separa t i on o f  church and s t a t e  doe s not have t o  mean a 
c o l d , re luctan t  hav ing t o  t o l er a t e  one ano t h e r ,  b u t  i t .  inc l ud e s  the 
"autonomy" of the church. One does not have to subscribe to Christ ian 
beliefs to understand that genuine Chri,s tian fa.ith and a t r�ly Chris­
tian church cannot be an instrument in the hand·s of class enemies and 
do not exist for human damnation. The church strives to demonstrate 
tha t as "God ' s  po s s e s s i on" ( s ee The s i s  3 of the Barm en Theo l o g i c a l  
Declara t ion ) ,  i t  emu l a t e s  God in God ' s  s e rv i c e  for t h e  h e a l ing and 
salvation of humankind and of the world. The formulat ion of Eisenach 
in · 1 9 7 1  entitled "Witness and Common Service" serves to confirm this.  
Tha t  is the rea s on- -: and n o t  the a t tempt t o  speak to every i s s ue 
· and c e r tainly not to  have i t s  finger in every p i e - - why the church 
concerns itself· with the social problems which are essential to l i fe. 
On March s ixth [ 1978 ] , Erich Honecker emphasized efforts toward 
peace and for the sick and the handicapped. Directly connec ted to the 
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peace question are effor ts to  eliminate suffering in the world and to  
enhance the rights and human dignity o f  individua ls.  That Chri stians 
a l s o  a c t iv e l y  p l ace  th e m s e l v e s  at the d i s p o s a l  o f  groups w h i ch p r e ­
serve the natural environment lies  entirely wi thin the province of the 
tasks out l ined at  that t ime. 
S o ,  w i t h the u s e  of the word "au t onomy" a l s o  on the p a r t  of t he  
governm en t ,  it  has  b e en r e c ogn ized , in  the  f i r s t p l a c e ,  that  the  
church, like a l l  Chris tians ,  conduct s  i t s  li fe based on  a wellspring, 
which is not determined by pol i t ical or social categories. But this 
c o n c e p t  p r ob ab l y  a l s o  has i t s  po l i t i c a l ly s i gni f icant  a s p e c t .  The 
s tate fundamentally renounces the pra c t i c e  o f  i n t e rvening in  chu rch 
m a t t e r s .  An examp l e .  Church o f f i ce s ,  s a y  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  b i s h o p ,  a r e  
fil led b y  the church, without get t ing state perm i s sion. Thi s  autonomy 
a l s o  p e r t a in s  in r e l a t ions  w i t h the  churche s in the o th e r  German 
s tate. The partnership relat ionships which have grown up do  not call  
into que s t i on the  fact  t h a t  t h e  chur ch e s  in  the  G e rm an Democra t i c  
Repub lic wish t o  find , and mus t find, their own answers to  the ques ­
t ions posed to  them i n  this arena. 
I hesitate a bit  to use the word "partnership" for the relation­
ship between church and state in the German Democratic Repub l ic. At 
t he  very l e a s t  i t  i s  a que s t i on o f  une qua l p a r t ne r s .  The church h a s  
n o  forceful means which it  could apply;  i t  cannot and does not wish t o  
j u s t i fy i t s e l f  by t h e  u s e  o f  p r iv i l e ge .  To s pe ak w i t h  Bonh o e f f e r ,  
"Solely through its  'example' t h e  church's  w o r d  shou l d  g a in emphas i s  
and f o r c e . "  (B onhoe f f e r  w a s  the  one o r ig i na l ly t o  choo s e  t o  u s e  t he  
word "shou ld"  here . )  
Exa c t ly t h i s  very s i tu a t ion o f  t h e  church i s  o s t en s i b l y  one o f  
the rea sons for the at tent ion which the church in the GDR receives in 
the world religious community. People  and countries on the verge o f  
Social ism will  observe with great interes t how this experiment suc­
ceeds. A large church in a Socia l i s t  s tate,  a church wi thout external 
p o w e r  or  governmen t a l  p r iv i l e g e s  in  an envi ronment d e t e rm ined by a 
M a rx i s t  p o l i t i c a l  par ty .  The d eve l opment o f  a f r e e  church in  t h i s  
country i s  the bes t means to  refute worldwide ant i -Communism. 
IV . The Pathway Through the Plain 
The fol lowing are thoughts ,  whi ch occur when we survey the poss i ­
b i l i t i e s  w h i ch have o p e n e d  up  s ince  the  M a r c h  6 ,  1 97 8 ,  m e e t ing. "A 
p a t h  t h rough th e  p l a in" m e an s  tha t now m any t h i n g s  a r e  e a s i e r ,  and 
n a t ura l l y i t  a l s o  m ean s t ak in g  upon our s e lv e s  p a t i en t ly and w i th a 
view to  our goal the difficu l t ie s  posed by this new s i tuation. 
The t ime s ince that memorab le day and the t ime to come w i l l  have 
t o  be used to  trans late what was achie.ved there more and more clearly 
into concrete reali ty. That this task w i l l  not be easy fol l ows from 
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everything that preceded that meet ing. A contrast ,  which grew up over 
the course of a century and a half ,  which was cont inual ly being reaf­
firmed and which is  firm ly estab l ished, w i l l  not be bani shed from the 
face of the earth in a few years. Both part ies have d ifficulties w ith 
this new relat ionship. 
The most important thing is  that now the atmosphere for d ialogue 
has  been r e l ax ed.  Real  commun i c a t i o n ,  genero s i ty , and m a t t e r - o f ­
factness charac terize the atmosphere. The topics of  conversat ion are 
no l onger narrowly l im i t e d  t o  the  church- r e l i g ious  area.  F e a r s  o f  
contact have lessened on both s ides and that is  certainly important. 
Once  again t h i s  re f e rence to the e s s e n t i a l s :  s in c e  the Al l i e d  
Synod of  E i s enach in  1 9 7 1 we s peak o f  "the Church in t h e  S o c i a l i s t  
con t e xt."  Th i s  formu l a t i on i s  n o t  e s p e c i a l ly prec i s e .  M o re exact  
would be the term "The Church in  the Socia l i s t  context of the German 
Democratic Repub l i c."  
This t erminology does not  indicate any legally estab l i shed rela­
tionship, but rather the gradual is t ic proces s  to  which I have already 
re fe rred.  At any ra t e ,  t h i s  phra s e o l ogy s e e m s  t o  b e  s o  s e rv i c eab l e  
tha t i t  h a s  a l s o  b een adop t e d  b y  our governm e n t a l  c onve r s a t i onal  
partners. What does i t  mean? 
We cannot remove it from the context in which it was formulated 
at that time. In Ei senach it  meant ,  "We do not want to be the church 
out s i d e  o f  or aga in s t  S o c i a l i s m ,  b u t  r a t h e r  the Church w i th in the  
Socialist  context . "  
Th e church in the GDR v i e w s  i t s e l f  in  the  way d e s cr i b e d  q u i t e  
apt ly by Manfred Stolpe '�e i ther a s  the Trojan Horse of counterrevolu­
tio�' nor as the '� isseminator of ideas of the SED." The church also  
doe s not  crawl into  a c o rner or  a n i che "un t i l  the  rain s t op s ." I t · 
t r i e s  t o  proceed a l ong a narrow p a t h ,  in fu l f i l lment o f  the  L o rd ' s  
injunct ion t o  dwe l l  nei ther in the heavenly regions with a perpetual 
hallelujah on its  lips,  nor in hel l ,  with an all-encompas s ing '�amna­
mus . "  
Then what do  we  mean by the church "in the S o c ia l i s t  c o n t e x t " ?  
The late Party Secretary Seigewasser once said, "Christians and church 
l i fe b e l ong t o  the l i fe o f  genu ine S o c i a l i s m . "  The prepo s i t ion " in" 
means first of all "presence." This is  not a trite statement. There 
were t imes in which the church was by no means "present ,"  at least no t 
with both fee t in the door. The slogan of the church' s struggle with 
the s tate,  "Church must  remain church,"  should not lead us to make the 
mistake of being not present at all .  '�re senc�' is participation in 
the succe s s e s  and f a i lure s ,  in the  hope s and prob l em s ,  in the  g a in s  
and the di fficulties o f  this government and i t s  citizens. 
Thu s ,  t he "Church in the S o c ia l i s t  context"  s t rives to h e l p  i t s  
C hr i s t ian memb e r s  t o  f ind the i r  way i n  th i s  s o c i e ty.  I t  w an t s t o  
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consider concretely along with them how this way- -as was s tated at the 
synod in Schwerin in 1973--can be discovered within "the freedom and 
constraint of fa ith." 
As the "Chu rch in a S o c i a l i s t  contex t , "  i t  w a n t s  to s uppo r t  
everything which encourages l i fe wi thin this society and i t  wishes to 
warn agains t everything which cou ld threaten l i fe. The church appro­
priates to itse l f  the right to an independent "yes" and, on occasion, 
al s o  an independent "no." 
In 1 9 7 2  Heino Fa l cke s p oke o f  "c r i t i c a l  s o l i d a r i ty" and Wern e r  
K ru s che ment ioned "c r i t i c a l ly d e c i s ive  c o o p e r a t ion."  The phra s e  
"w a t ch- d o g  func t i on , "  w h i c h  p l ayed s uch a l arge r o l e  i n  p revious 
ye a r s , is  n o t  f e l t  to  b e  a p t  in the  pre s e n t  day.  The church does not 
l ike to v i ew i t s e l f  a s  "the w a t cher  above the  fray , "  who s e e s  every­
thing clearly before others do,  nor does i t  appreciate the view that 
it  is like a "taskmaster," who always knows better than others do. 
We Chri s tians do s incerely share in the confus ions and errors of 
t h i s  w o r l d .  I t  i s  t ru l y  pre fe rab l e  t h a t  w e  s peak o f  a p rophe t i c 
funct ion of  the church in the sense o f  Jeremiah, who share s ful ly in 
his  people's  destiny, and exhorts them to  s eek the best  in government ,  
b u t  w h o ,  a b ove  a l l ,  rem ind s t hem o f  t he i r  fa i l ur e  t o  rememb e r  the  
Lord , "Oh country, hear the Lord ' s  word." 
The church within Socia l i sm sets  i t s e l f  the task, along with a l l  
other cit izens , to overcome the past and for their part to s e e  that ·� 
future . generat ion can l ive ,"  to speak with Bonhoeffer. 
The church "in" a S o c i a l i s t  c o n t e x t  cann o t  be exchanged one day  
for the church "pro'� Socia l i sm. After the Barmen meet ing, the church 
i s  n o t  ab l e  t o  d e c l a r e  f o r  any par t i c u l a r  form o f  government or s ay 
tha t any form of  government conforms to Bib l ical pre scriptions or even 
"confess" i t ,  and we are speaking here of e ither parl iamentary democ­
racy or Socia l i sm. Natural ly, thi s does not prohib i t  the individual 
Christian, as  a responsible cit izen, from deciding for the one or the 
othe r .  
F ina l l y ,  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  in  the formu l a t i on "the  Church in  a S o ­
cial ist  context" is  the fac t that the church recognizes the existing 
power s t ruc ture as the environment in which it must  real ize the obl i­
ga tions of  the fa i th. 
L et  me add at t h i s  p o i n t  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  Bonhoe f fe r :  "Whoev e r  
makes sure that nothing happens which deprives him of co-responsibil i ­
t y  for the course of  his tory, because she or h e  knows that his torical 
respons ib il ity comes from God, this person w i l l  have a fruitful rela­
tionship to  his torical event s ,  removed from both unproductive criti­
cism and equal ly unproductive opportunism." The Church in the Social ­
i s t  c o n t e x t  m e an s renun c i a t i on o f  a l l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  ab d i ca t ion o f  
responsibility . 
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A l s o ,  fo rmu l a t i on s  l ike  "the Church w i t h in S o c i a l i sm" or good 
m ee t ing s and f ru i t fu l  conver s a t i on s ,  l ike  the  one of M ar ch 6 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  
cannot ob scure this fac t :  church and s tate w i l l  always have tens ions 
with each o ther. In the '�ot yet redeemed worl�' which both inhabit , 
t en s ions w i l l  be c r e a t e d  again and a g a i n ,  i f  the church w i sh e s  t o  
remain true to its  prophet ic task of reminding the s tate ,  society, and 
not least of a l l ,  itself  of God ' s  commandments ,  of just ice, and rulers 
and ruled of their responsibi l i t ies  (Barmen The s i s ,  5) .  The church's 
t a sk i s  not  t o  rep r e s en t  i t s  own i n t e r e s t s  o r  t h o s e  o f  a s pec i f i c 
class or group, but , to  the best of i t s  knowl edge and conscience , the 
church i s  t o  "revea l the free grace of God t o  a l l  peop l e" ( Barmen , 6 )  
and ,  by t h i s  mean s , t o  va l i d a t e  t h e  "s t rong c l a i m  ( o f  G o d )  t o  our 
whole lives" (Barmen , 2).  
Thus, the church must recognize that i t  is  enjoined from allowing 
the word and w o rk o f  the Lord t o  b e  u s e d  t o  the s e rv ice o f  any s e l f­
chosen wishes , end s ,  or plans,  to which it  m ight be seduced by human 
pride (Barmen, 6) .  
This i s  the case in the relationship of church and s t.ate in every 
country. S ince the church struggle and the Barmen Theological Decla­
ra t ion we can no  l onger avo i d  t h i s  fac t .  I n  the  GDR we a l s o  hav e  t o  
contend with the contrasts  be tween fundamental view s ,  contras t s  which 
can neither be ignored nor overplayed. But it all  depends on how such 
tensions are defused. 
The March s ixth [ 1978]  meet ing has encouraged us to realize that 
tensions do not need to lead to confrontat ions. On the contrary, with 
good will on both s ides , they can be dealt w i th by means of ob jective 
dia logue. I t  was clear to both conversational partners from the s tart 
� hat  on b o t h  s i d e s  it wou l d  n o t  be e a s y  to c a r ry ou t the p r in c i p l e s  
promulgated on that day in all  situat ions and down to the mos t funda­
mental level.  
Such r e su l t s  are not s im p l y  "achievable." They require pat ient 
and c l ever work at pers uas i on.  And t h i s  d o e s  happen and i t  h a s  not 
been wi thout its  succes ses.  
The fruit of such work is  the good cooperat ive efforts during the 
Luther ann ive r s a ry y e a r ,  n o t  on ly in the  t e c hn i c a l  b u t  a l s o  in the 
s c ien t i f i c  r e a l m .  T h e  Marx i s t  h i s t o r ians and the church his torians 
b o th s t rong l y  w i s h  th at  such a fru i t fu l  exchange w i l l  take p l ace at 
other t ime s ,  and not only on the occas ion of j ub i lees. 
If it i s ,  and mu s t  b e ,  a que s t i on o f  common re spons i b i l i ty for 
the future and correspondingly of meaningful cooperat ive efforts ,  then 
we will  have to concern ourse lves intensive ly, respectfully,  and in a 
spirit of willingness  to learn about the philosophical and fai th bases 
for the b e l i e f s  o f  our conve r s a t i on a l  par tner.  Succe s s fu l  d i a l o gue 
cannot ove r l ook th ese  fac t o r s  in the long run. By t h i s  proces s we 
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w i l l  discover tha t things have changed s ince the las t century in the 
theoret ical realm as we l l  as in other areas. In view of the theolo­
g i ans who re s i s t e d  Fa s c i s m ,  in v i e w  of the the o l ogy of l ib e r a t i o n ,  
whatever one 's  theological s tance toward it , and in view of  the s t rug­
g l e ,  a c tu a l ly c a r r i e d  o u t  und e r  the l ea d e r s h i p  o f  c l e r i c s , again s t  
apartheid , we can hard ly make a b lanke t s tatement about the covering 
over of reality and consolat ion in another world. Let us admi t  that 
this role was attributed to an unworldly bourgeois Chr i s tianity in the 
p r e c e d ing cen t u ry w i th  a c e r t a in j u s t i f i c a t i on.  On  t he Chr i s t i an 
s i d e - - and I make b o l d t o  s ay th i s - - I  b e l i eve  an unde r s t and ing h a s  
devel oped of the concern which has been expres sed b y  the word "athe­
i s m . "  The g o d ,  w h o  c omba t s  p op u l a r  athe i s m ,  i s  n o t  the  G o d  o f  t h e  
Bible,  but , a s  Karl Barth expresses  i t ,  a '�ead conceptual idolatry." 
But this idea must be d iscussed more fully and the sooner the bet ter. 
It i s  c l ea r  t o  a l l  of us t h a t  s om e  grave d e f i c i enc i e s  mus t be  
noted in  the area of  educat ion ; i t  i s  s ti l l  not  clear that a Communis t 
c o u r s e  o f  s tudy d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  r enunc i a t i on o f  Chr i s t i an b e l i e f s .  
F o r  many paren t s ,  t h e  f e a r  p e r s i s t s  t h a t  the i r  c h i ldren cou l d  have 
d i f f i cu l t i e s  in t h e i r  ed uc a t i ona l progre s s  i f  they rev e a l  tha t they 
are Chr i s t i a n s .  On the s ix t h  of M a rch [ 1 9 7 8 ] the  t h ough t was ex­
p r e s s e d  that openne s s  is  the  b ar om e t e r  of t r u s t .  The r e  is  n o t h ing 
wrong with an open revelation of  individual convict ions. One should 
keep in m in d  in th i s  regard , howeve r ,  t h a t  pup i l s  are in a d e c i d ed l y  
weak pos it ion v i s  � v i s  their teachers.  
Conscientious young Chri s t i an s , s c ien t i s t s  and t e chn i c i a n s  and 
o t he r s , s om e t i m e s  s u f fe r  b e cau s e  they d o  not get the  opp o r t un i ty a s  
often a s  others d o  to  assume leadership pos i tions.  I am not referring 
t o  t h o s e  who have l on g  s ince  e s t ab l i shed  p o s i t i ons  f o r  t h em s e lve s .  
Our government w i l l  b e  needing s cientifically well-educated, c lever,  
and respons ibly- thinking people ,  if  i t  wants to  keep pace with world 
s t an d a rd s and a t  the  same t i m e  s a t i s fy the  n e e d s  of the  popu l ace .  
Those who are chal l enged below their real capac i t ie s  in  the  long term 
lose their intere s t  in work and natural ly their productivity dec lines .  
Concerning the question of  m i l itary s ervice , I would s imp ly like 
to mention s omething which has scarcely been noted. I do not need to 
r e p e a t  h e r e  the que s t ions  which  are a s k e d  ove r  and ove r  a g a in a t  
s ynod s .  On ly t h i s :  s om e t i m e s  the  opin i on s e e m s  t o  p reva i l  that  
Chr i s tians are  normally ranked with the soldiers who do l im i ted mili­
tary service or with the conscient ious obj ectors. In fact ,  the vast 
m a j o r i ty o f  young Ch ri s t ians  perform norma l  m i l i t ary s ervi c e .  The 
church has not gone on record as saying that any form of  conscientious 
objection should be the only s tance commensurate w i th Chri s tian fai th. 
Shouldn't  a l l  Christ ian m i l i tary personnel be given the opportunity to  
a t tend Sunday ch u rch s e rv i c e s ?  Shou l d  it  n o t  b e  a m a t t e r  o f  c our s e  
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for them to  have Bib l es  and Christian literature among their personal 
effects? And should they not also be perm i t ted to  c onsul t  minis ters 
who perform the i r  o f f i c e s  in the a r e a s  in w h i ch the s e  men are s ta­
tioned ? And I am not speaking here on beha l f  o f  any m i l i tary-clerical 
agreement. But I am arguing that young Chr i s tians in the Army of the 
GDR be ab le to exercise their constitutiona l l y  guaranteed freedom of 
rel igion at  all times and in all places in an open , unhindered way. 
March 6 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  opened a w i d e  t e r r i t ory t o  a l l  o f  u s .  We can a l l  
fee l  gratified that exactly a year ago, on February 1 1 ,  1985 , Minister 
E r i ch Honecker and B i shop Hempe l ,  at t h a t  t i m e  the m o d e r a t o r  of the 
C oun c i l  of  th e  F e d e ra t i on of Evange l i c a l  Church e s ,  r e a f f i rmed  t h i s  
accord  and w e n t  a f e w  s t e p s  fur t h e r  a l ong t h e  p a t h  t o  m u t u a l  under­
s tanding. I would l ike to be so bold  as to  assert  that event s  taking 
p l ace here in th e  G e r m an Democrat i c  Repub l i c ,  where  b o t h  church and 
s t a t e  l ive , and w i th wh o s e  popu l ace  we b o th have t o  d o ,  can h e l p  t o  
ensure t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  mutua l und e r s tanding and l a s t ing peace  in  the 
w o r l d  arena , t oo .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  in  r e c en t d ay s ,  E r i ch Honecker  has  
repeatedly offered his  hand to  us in  the cause of  better  cooperat ive 
e f f o r t s  and thus a l s o in the  pre s e rv a t i on o f  peace.  H i s  p o l i c y  o f  
peace  a l s o  g a in s  cred i b i l i ty b e cau s e  h e  f o s t e r s  unde r s t and ing and 
cooperation in his own country,  where previously seemingly insurmount­
able barriers to these efforts existed. He may be sure that for such 
e f f o r t s  to chart new t e r r i t ory and s e rve  the  cau s e  o f  p e a c e , he ha s 
the ful l  support of GDR Christians. 
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